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The  Southeastern  Illinois  Regional  Planning  and  Development  Commission 
consists  of  five  predominately  rural  counties  whose  total  area  is  1,711  square 
miles  or  3%  of  the  total  land  area  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  The  scenic  Ohio  River 
forms  the  eastern  and  southern  boundaries.  Twenty-five  incorporated  munici¬ 
palities  reside  within  the  planning  region;  however,  eighteen  of  these  com¬ 
munities  possess  less  than  1,000  residents  each  and  only  Harrisburg  contains 
more  than  4,000  population. 

The  physiography  of  the  Region  is  composed  of  three  major  regions;  the 
Mt.  Vernon  Hill  country,  the  Shawnee  Hill  section  and  the  Coastal  Plain  Province 

The  Mt.  Vernon  Hill  Country  occupies  about  one-half  of  the  Region's  area 
or  about  800  square  miles.  Its  topography  is  level  to  moderately  hilly  and  it 
possesses  sandstone,  shale,  coal,  limestone  and  clay  mineral  resources. 

The  Shawnee  Hills  occupies  the  southern  half  of  the  Region.  Its  topo¬ 
graphy  is  hilly  with  rock  out  croppings  forming  many  scenic  bluff  areas.  Its 
mineral  resources  are  the  same  as  the  Mt.  Vernon  Hills  except  there  is  less  coal 
and  an  abundance  of  florspar  or  florite. 

The  southern  tip  of  Pope  County  is  considered  Coastal  Plain  Province. 

It  is  relatively  flat  and  would  total  less  than  100  square  miles. 

The  various  open  space  and  outdoor  recreation  land  use  standards  avail¬ 
able  today  are  compiled  on  the  basis  of  needs  in  urban  areas.  These  needs  are 
unrealistice  in  a  rural  area  such  as  the  Southeastern  Illinois  Region.  Our  one 
major  problem  is  too  much  open  space  and  not  enough  people  to  utilize  it  for 
work  and  play. 

The  Region's  total  area  is  1,711  square  miles  with  a  population  of  50,575 
for  a  population  density  of  29.3  persons  per  square  mile.  The  Region  contains 
3  per  cent  of  the  total  land  area  of  the  State,  but  has  only  .5  per  cent  of  the 
State's  population.  Compared  with  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  areas,  the 
difference  is  striking. 

The  Chicago  SMSA,  composed  of  Cook,  DuPage,  Kane,  Lake,  McHenry 
and  Will  Counties,  have  6,978,947  persons  living  on  3,759  square  miles  for  a 
population  density  of  1,853  persons  per  square  mile.  This  SMSA  contains 
6. 7  per  cent  of  the  land  area  of  Illinois  and  62 .8  per  cent  of  the  population. 

The  Rockford  SMSA,  with  the  second  largest  city  in  Illinois,  has  272,063 
persons  living  on  803  square  miles  for  a  population  density  of  228.8  persons  per 
squre  mile.  It  contains  2.2  per  cent  of  the  land  area  of  the  State,  Boone  and 
Winnebago  Counties,  and  2  per  cent  of  the  State's  total  population. 
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PRIORITY  #1 

® 

PRIORITY  #2 

.f.sfcjc 

SHAWNEE  NATIONAL  FOREST 

& 

STATE  AND  FEDERAL  RECREATION  AREAS 

PARK  DISTRICTS 

PRIORITY  #1* 

Dahlgren 

Equality 

PRIOIRTY  #2* 

Belle  Prairie  City 

Broughton 

Cave-in-Rock 

Hamletsburg 

Junction 

Macedonia 

New  Haven 


Population 

Proposed  Park 
Size  (In  Acres) 

Estimated 

Cost 

487 

2.5 

$1,250.00 

732 

3.5 

1,750.00 

52 

.5 

250.00 

235 

1.0 

500.00 

503 

2.5 

1,250.00 

79 

.5 

$  250.00 

199 

1.0 

500.00 

86 

.5 

250.00 

606 

2.5 

1,250.00 

PRIORITY  #1  -  Communities  with  no  park  space  in  or  near  the  municipality, 
some  population  base  and  some  ability  to  share  cost  of  land  acquisition. 

PRIORITY  #2  -  Some  or  no  park  space  in  or  near  community,  and/or  very 
limited  ability  for  sharing  cost  of  land  acquisition. 


SUMMARY 


State  Owned  Open  Space 
Shawnee  National  Forest 
Municipal  Owned  Open  Space 
TOTAL  OPEN  SPACE 


4,494.22  acres 
127,584.00  acres 
485 . 50  acres 
132,563.72  acres 


Using  the  highest  standards  for  open  space,  the  Region  far  exceeds  these 
standards,  population-wise;  however,  there  is  a  need  for  park  space  inside 
several  of  these  communities.  Furthermore,  there  is  a  need  in  all  the  communi¬ 
ties  for  equipment  acquisition  to  properly  develop  the  park  area  already  owned 
by  the  communities.  No  attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  equipment  needs  only  open 
space  land  needs. 


The  preparation  and  printing  of  this  document  was  financed  in  part  through  a  compre 
hensive  planning  grant  from  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  under 
a  contract  with  the  Illinois  Department  of  Local  Government  Affairs  and  annual  appro¬ 
priations  from  the  Illinois  Counties  of  Gallatin,  Hamilton,  Hardin,  Pope  and  Saline, 
who  by  joint  resolutions  created  the  Southeastern  Illinois  Regional  Planning  and  De- 
velopment  Commission . 
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